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Instrumentation 
Flute 
Clarinet in B♭ 
Violin 1 & 2 
Viola 
Violoncello 
Piano 
 
 

Program Notes 
"Counterexamples" is an exercise in what-ifs. What if one of the two sonata-form thematic materials were 
less tonal? (How do we leverage the thematic transformation idea of the form without relying on the tonal 
transition tactics?) What if an orchestral doubling were done at a dissonant interval? (How do we get to a 
stable place with minimal, gradual changes?) What if a thematic identity were established only by a 
rhythmic pattern or a tonal and temporal recurrence? (How do we arrive at the feeling of having returned 
to a familiar place without something more concrete to hold on to?) What if the music mostly stayed the 
same when a change is needed? (How do we keep the music interesting in the face of repetition?) The list 
goes on. 
 
I have attempted to write a piece that is still coherent and (hopefully) pleasant to listen to while 
indulging in such intellectual curiosities. I hope you will let me know if I've succeeded — I care that you 
listen. 
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�

cl[B♭]

vc


73

5Counterexamples
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  

    


    










 




  
 

    
   

 
       



           






 



   

     

 


  



  



 












  


  

  


  


  





  


 

     






  


 







 







 


 




  

  


  


  





  


 

   

 



  



 

  


    

   



  


  


  





   

    

 




  



   





 







  

 
    

  
 

       

 







  







  







  









   



























dim.

dim.

pizz.

pizz.

dim.



dim.

































































































lightly

		=	

lightly

�

cl[B♭]

vn1

vn2

va

vc

pf

   

   

   

   

   

   

7
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 


 







  







 



 





 



 


 



 




































cresc.













heavily

pf

84



   
    

    


         

   






 







Largo	cantabile 	=	60
sweetly,	but	with	a	little	melancholy
connect	the	#rst	note	with	the	preceding	clarinet	phrase

sweetly,	but	with	a	little	melancholy

�

cl[B♭]





8
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6 Counterexamples
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
              

   


 
              

    



       




      






        



        














 

 

 

 

 

arco

arco

	sub.

connect	the	#rst	note	with	the	preceding	$ute	phrase

�

cl[B♭]

vn1

vn2

va

vc

 

 

100

 

        
   

 

   
        

     

 


    


  

     
 

   
     

     
  

  
  

  

          
     












 

 

 

 

 

poco	dim.

poco	dim.

sub.

sub.

sub.

sub.

tenderly,	with	a	feeling	of	nostalgia

connect	the	#rst	note	with	the	preceding	$ute	phrase
tenderly,	with	a	feeling	of	nostalgia

�

cl[B♭]

vn1

vn2

va

vc

9
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7Counterexamples
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 




          
 

     






         

        


 




           
  

       


 

       
    

  
       



 

     
                 



 
   

                 















 

 

 

 

 

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.







	sub.




	sub.




	sub.




	sub.




connect	the	#rst	note	with	the	preceding	clarinet	phrase

�

cl[B♭]

vn1

vn2

va

vc


116



 



 


 



 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



 


 


 



 






  
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  





 


  





 



  


 




 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 






  


 


 




 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 




 

     





      




      



      




      



      




     










 




 

 

 

poco	cresc.	poco	a	poco

pizz.

pizz.

poco	cresc.	poco	a	poco

pizz.

poco	cresc.	poco	a	poco

pizz.

poco	cresc.	poco	a	poco

poco	cresc.	poco	a	poco



















Allegretto	scherzando 	=	120
playfully,	but	strict	in	rhythm

playfully,	but	strict	in	rhythm

playfully,	but	strict	in	rhythm

playfully,	but	strict	in	rhythm

playfully,	but	strict	in	rhythm

vn1

vn2

va

vc

pf

10
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



 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



 



 


 



 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  





 


  





 






 


 




 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 









 


 


 




 


 


 


  





 


 


 


 


  


 






   






      




     




      




     











 




 

 

 

poco	dim.	poco	a	poco

poco	dim.	poco	a	poco

poco	dim.	poco	a	poco

poco	dim.	poco	a	poco

poco	dim.	poco	a	poco

vn1

vn2

va

vc

pf
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





      




 

    



       



      




 

      
 

 
   





     





     





 


 



 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



 


 


 



 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  





 


  





 






 




 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 









 


 




 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 











 




 




 




 




  



 




 








   


  


  


  


  



  


 

 










 







 

 

 

 

 

poco	cresc.	poco	a	poco

poco	cresc.	poco	a	poco

poco	cresc.	poco	a	poco

poco	cresc.	poco	a	poco

poco	cresc.	poco	a	poco

poco	cresc.	poco	a	poco

poco	cresc.	poco	a	poco

playfully,	but	strict	in	rhythm

playfully,	but	strict	in	rhythm

�

cl[B♭]

vn1

vn2

va

vc

pf

136

9Counterexamples



 

PE
RU

SA
L 

SC
OR

E 

  


  



       



       



       



        
 



 





  







     




      




      



     




 




 



 


  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



 



 


 




   

 


  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  





 


 


  


  

 


  


 


 





 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


  

 


  


 


 


 





 


 


 


  





 


 


 


  


 


 


  

  


  





 




 




 




 




 




 




 







  


  


  


   


  


  


  



 

  


  


 


 

















 







 

 

 

 

 

poco	dim.	poco	a	poco

poco	dim.	poco	a	poco

poco	dim.	poco	a	poco

poco	dim.	poco	a	poco

poco	dim.	poco	a	poco

poco	dim.	poco	a	poco

poco	dim.	poco	a	poco

poco	rit. 	=	112
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cl[B♭]
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

      




  





  


 






   

  
   

    





  


 



 
 





 

  




    


 










arco

arco

Lento	espressivo 	=	60 wistfully	–	in	the	background

wistfully

va

vc

    




 


 


  





11
146



     



  


  


  



      
  


   


  





 



    

  
    

   





 






  


     
  





   


  







    


 























   



















pizz.

pizz.

gliss.

L.H. L.H.
L.H.



















vn1

vn2

va

vc

pf

 














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10 Counterexamples



 

PE
RU

SA
L 

SC
OR

E 

 

  


      

  





        

  



   
  

 

  
  

  
  


 

  
  



   
  





   
   





     

 

 
  


   

  


 

    




    






 














  

































cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

arco

arco

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

























































































































nervously
Allegro	agitato 		=	120

nervously

nervously

nervously

nervously
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
 



 

 

 
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
  

      

  
     



 
  

         

 

 

  


 

    



  


 

    



  


 

    

    


 


  

      

 
   





     

   




     

   




     

   







  


 

    



  


 

    



  


 

    

 







 













  













 













  













 













  






 


















































































	sub.






















	sub.











































	sub.









































































nervously

�

cl[B♭]

vn1

vn2

va

vc

pf

 
   

 
   

 
   

 
   
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PE
RU

SA
L 

SC
OR

E 

   


    

    

 


  

           





 

  


   


    

    

 


  

          





 

  


     
   





     

   




     

   




     


















































































vn1

vn2

vc

176



   

     


    


 

  
 


  


       



   

     


    


    

 


  

       



   

     


    


 

  
 


  


       



   

     

     



   
 


  


       



   

     


    




   
 


  


       


   




    
     




    
     




    
 



  


 

  
  

  


 

  
  

  


 

  
  








 






 






  




 






 






 






  





 






 





 






  






































































































































































































nervously

nervously

nervously

�

cl[B♭]

vn1

vn2

va

vc

pf
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12 Counterexamples



 

PE
RU

SA
L 

SC
OR

E 



  



  
  


    


    









 






   




    

             


 
 




   

  



  
  

  


  


  


  



 

   
   





    

  


  


 




 




 

   

  




 

  
 





 




  



 



 

   
   




    
  




 



 

  


  

   

  


 

  
  

     





     











 








 
 







 










 






 






  





      







      







 


 







  
 









 



















































































































































Slower 		=	96 Slower 		=	80 Slower 		=	64
	=	

�

cl[B♭]

vn1

vn2

va

vc

pf





   

   

   

   
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 

                                               




                                               

 

 



 



 




 



 




 







 

 



















 






 







 




 



 



 










 



 



 


 



 







 


 


 



 




























 



 



















































Moderato	con	brio 	=	96

�

cl[B♭]

vn1

vn2

va

vc

pf

 

 

 

 
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






   

   







       





 


    





      





 


           





 


           











           

 




















 



 




















   


















 







 








 

 

 





   



























cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.



sub.




sub.




sub.




sub.




sub.




sub.




sub.































rit. Adagio	cantabile 	=	66

poignantly

poignantly

poignantly

poignantly

�

cl[B♭]

vn1

vn2

va

vc

pf

 
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
        

 
   

           


 

     
 






              










 

 

 
 

vn1

vn2

va

vc

  205


    

                 

    
 

    


 

 
 

   


       
           

   




 

 

 

 
 

vn1

vn2

va

vc

 211
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E 



       


       


       

               



 


 







 


 

 


 







  


  


  


  








 

 




 

 

 

       

with	a	hint	of	desperation

with	a	hint	of	desperation

with	a	hint	of	desperation

with	a	hint	of	desperation

with	a	hint	of	desperation

vn1

vn2

va

vc

pf


















17
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       



 



 





















 









 



 









 



 









 







 
             

 


             

  
 

 




 



   







 

 

 

 

 

 

sul	pont.

sul	pont.

sul	pont.

 
una	corda

     

	sub.




	sub.




	sub.













molto	rit.

vn1

vn2

va

vc

pf

 

225
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E 

 


  

   


  
           

  
   


  

















     







 


  

   


  
           

  
   


  

 

                  

 

                  

 

          

 

       






 



      
 
























 











 




ord.

ord.

ord.

tre	corde


























with	increasing	desperation	
Moderato	malinconico 	=	108 accel.	poco	a	poco

with	increasing	desperation	

with	increasing	desperation	

with	increasing	desperation	

with	increasing	desperation	

with	increasing	desperation	

with	increasing	desperation	

�

cl[B♭]

vn1

vn2

va

vc

pf

       

     








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16 Counterexamples
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L 
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E 

 

            
  

   


  
          


























   

 

            
  

   


  
          

 

                  



                   
 

    


   



 

          




 































 

















 

 















 


 




  


  


  




 

  


















 











 




	sub.

impatiently,	with	a	feeling	of	gradually	losing	control

impatiently,	with	a	feeling	of	gradually	losing	control

impatiently,	with	a	feeling	of	gradually	losing	control

impatiently,	with	a	feeling	of	gradually	losing	control

impatiently,	with	a	feeling	of	gradually	losing	control

impatiently,	with	a	feeling	of	gradually	losing	control

impatiently,	with	a	feeling	of	gradually	losing	control
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


  

   


  
           

  
   
















   










  

   


  
           

  
   



                


        


           

    


            



         

 

 
 











 







 

















 



 

 















 



 






 




  


  


  




 

  

 


















 

 











 






 
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17Counterexamples
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
  

                














 


  

                

          



         
                  

     












 
 


 




  

 
 

 
 


  

      
       

   


   
       











 






















 

 











 




dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.

dim.



cresc.	poco	a	poco
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

     
         



 
 


 

 
         



     
         



   

 








 

 
 

 





   

 






 

    
   

   

  

 


       
   

            


















 

 















 


















	sub.







go	crazy!
Presto	con	fuoco 		=	72

go	crazy!

go	crazy!

go	crazy!

go	crazy!

go	crazy!

go	crazy!
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18 Counterexamples
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 
          

   
   

  

    

           
         

 
          

  
  

 


   
           

         

 
          

   
   

  

    

           
         


 






 




 













 








 







 


 














 








 


 



 



 













 







   


 

 




 


 

 




 





 

 


 












































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     
   
















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
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
   

   
  


     

  
  

  
  

  
  

  


 
  


 

  


  


  

 


    
  

  
  

  
  

  
   

 
  


 

  


   

   
  


     

  
  

  
  

  
  

  


 
  


 

  






 



 









  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  


 
  


 

  







 



 








     
     

     
     

     
     







 



 








     

     
     

     
     

     

    


 
 

 




 

  


 




 

 






























 




 


 


 


























cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.
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   

   


















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


 




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















 




 





 



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

  


   


   



  





















  





  

    
    


   











   


 








  


   


   



  





















  





  


   


   


   

















  






  

    
    

    
 


   


 




 
 




  


   


   

    









 













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
 


 
 


 











 














 
 
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










 





















 
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

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

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





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




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









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

























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










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
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